WHEN JESUS SAID: “I AM”
                                          2.  “How to Get What God Gives”
SCRIPTURE:  John 4:46-54; 14:1-11
TEXT:  “I am the Way the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” John 14:6                                                          
THEME:  In order to get what God has to give, you must have faith—a vital faith in Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth, and the life of God.           
INTRODUCTION:

Suppose you held in your hand a check made out to you for ten thousand dollars!  It sounds rather attractive, doesn’t it, to think of holding in your hand a check for ten thousand dollars?  Now as long as we’re supposing, why don’t we go all out and make a check for one hundred thousand dollars—payable to you, signed by Mr. Donald Trump and drawn on the vast reserves of Bank of America.
Now, suppose you had this check and were very pleased with it, but instead of cashing it, you put it away in some safe place and kept it.  Once a week you would take it out to look at it and would say to yourself, “Isn’t it marvelous!”  “Just think of all the wonderful things I can do with that amount of money!”  But you never cashed it.  Honestly, now, wouldn’t this raise some question in your mind about your ability to make intelligent use of your opportunity?       
“Well, you may be saying, “”Who would be so foolish?”

And the answer is my confession to you, “I’m afraid, I am”.  And, having taken care of myself, I will venture that you might as well, and that you also continually commit a very similar kind of foolishness.

Now you say, “I don’t understand.”                                             
Well, let me try to make it clear.  Sunday after Sunday, as we gather for worship we talk about, sing about, and confess to the world our faith in the Almighty God.  We claim to believe His wonderful promises.  These promises of God can be described as a pay-on-demand check signed by God on the biggest bank in the universe.                  
God offers His presence, His guidance, His love, and His power to enable us to accomplish great things for Him and to overcome our pain, our sickness, our sorrow, our defeats, our frustrations, and our anxieties.  What God offers, is ours for the taking.   But the question is: “Do we take them?  Do we cash the check?  Do we get what God gives?”

You see, the problem with most of us is not that of knowing WHERE  to read about God, His greatness, His power and mighty acts—the Bible is full of them; our problem is GETTING what God gives, taking advantages of His resources…putting shoe leather to our faith.
This morning we study the second great I AM of Jesus: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life…”  As we study it in the light of Jesus’ second miracle recorded by John, we can learn HOW TO GET WHAT GOD GIVES.  
I.  GOD DESIRES YOU TO HAVE FAITH
Our Scripture lesson takes us back to Cana of Galilee once again, the town where Jesus turned water into wine.  Since His first visit, Jesus had begun His ministry of teaching, preaching, and healing in other towns around the Sea of Galilee.
Furthermore, He and His disciples travelled to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. While there He cleaned out the temple with all its corruption and also, had met with Nicodemus by night.  Upon His return journey to Galilee, He passed through Samaria while there He spoke the immortal Words of God’s love to the woman at Jacob’s well and spent several days and ministered to the Samaritans.  
As He returned to Galilee, the news spread very rapidly.  While stopping in Cana, a distraught father—a nobleman of Capernaum (a city about 20 miles away)—comes to Jesus with an urgent plea.  His son was critically ill.  He probably had heard of this Miracle Worker who healed with a touch.  He is not concerned with how, or why or even who. He only knows that he must try to get that healing touch to save the life of his dear boy.  He determined to seek him out.  Now he stands before Jesus beseeching Him to come down to his home before the boy dies.  But instead of coming as the man asks, Jesus challenges the man’s faith to be placed in Him by instructing him to return home.   Think about this, instead of Jesus returning with him so he could see Jesus touch and heal, he must take the Word of Jesus as the truth.  He had to believe before he saw that his son now lives.  
Then we read that interesting little statement recorded by John in verse 54:  “Now this was the second sign that Jesus did.”  Try to remember that in John’s Gospel, of all the mighty works Jesus accomplished while on earth, John chose just these seven to show that Jesus was the power of God in the flesh.  He was the Messiah, Son of God, and when people would put their trust in Him, God adds a new dimension to their lives by giving them LIFE.  Each sign had a special message. 
What a contrast between theses first two signs:  Last week we saw that the scene was that of cheer, festivity, and happiness.  There we learned that God desires our happiness and Jesus as the Vine is the source of that joy.   This week the colors are somber.  Sickness, sadness, apprehension and anxiety, the shadow of death fills this story.  

But in there comes a powerful message.  God desires our joy, but He also desires that we develop a vital faith in Jesus, if we expect to get what God has to give.  But now we must ask, “What are the characteristics of this faith that God desires?  What kind of faith do we need, to get what God gives?’
II.  THE KIND OF FAITH GOD DESIRES OF US
As John includes the story of this nobleman, this man discovered the faith “that gets what God gives.” This man had a hope to begin with, but it had to be guided to a faith in the right objective. A faith that developed into a fuller understanding and trust.  This Jesus does.  In this sign, we are taught how to have a faith that gets what God gives…A faith that God desires of us.  What is that like?  
First of all, we notice that as the father heard of Jesus and His reputation, he began to imagine the possibility that Jesus could heal his son.

This is the first principle in acquiring a faith that can get you what God gives.  If you expect to cash in and use what God offers then begin by imagining the possibilities of God’s power at work in your situation.  If you don’t have a dream, how can your dreams come true?  Take a look at your problem, your situation and begin to imagine in your mind what God could do with it.  Keep ever before you what God is like.  God is not a God who wants you to live a bad life.  He doesn’t want to see your marriage fall apart, your business fail, your family disintegrate, your projects go down the tube.  Believe that God loves you, and if He loves you then imagine that God wants to help you in your situation.  Formulate in your mind exactly what you would have God do for you and then begin to dream of what God can do for you.  
Having imagined in his mind what Jesus could do for his son, the nobleman travels 20 miles and finding Jesus begs Him to come to his house before his son dies.  He acts on his basic faith—steps out.  Now remember, this man was a nobleman, an official, a man with prestige and dignity.  Yet he comes in all humility before Jesus, begging, no less.  He swallowed all his pride.  He did not care what other people said, so long as he could obtain what he really wanted and needed.  Notice that his focus is still on his need, his son.
Here is the second principle.  To get what God gives, you need a faith that not only dreams, but also really desires what God has to give.   You’ve got to want it. To get what God gives means that you are willing to step out, willing to swallow your pride, not care what others might say.  More faith is shattered by a lack of desire than by real doubt.  We lack desire because we’re afraid of what others might think.

I’ll tell you something, no man can really believe that he can remove the mountains in his life unless HE REALLY WANTS that mountain to move.  If you want what God has to give then you must want it so badly that someday, someway, somewhere, somehow you know you shall have it.  But it is still an immature faith because the focus is on my need, my faith.  
This nobleman really wanted what Jesus could do for him.  But now Jesus goes a step further as he challenged him by stating: “Unless you see signs and wonders, you will not believe”.  He virtually says to him: “Oh, you want what I can do FOR YOU, but all you THINK OF ME is that I’m some kind of ‘witch doctor’ with a knack of working miracles.  All you’re interested in, is my doing something for you in a spectacular way.  Jesus has an interesting way of making sure that your faith is in Him before His help comes.  He doesn’t want people to have a “fire engine faith” in which we only run to Him in times of crisis to put the “fire out.”
That brings out the third principle: To get what God gives, it means that we must develop a faith that dares to believe:  “Believing is seeing.”  You really wouldn’t believe unless you see it proved in a scientist’s test tube.  That’s our problem, we want to see the proof of success before we venture out.  But I ask you, if success is certain, would it still be faith?  If you want to experience the enjoyment of getting what God gives, then dare to believe God—commit yourself to Him first, and then He will reveal Himself to you.  Commitment comes before knowledge.
Having stood the testing of his faith by Jesus, the nobleman remains determined to get what God gives.  He does not argue with Jesus, he does not flare up, nor is he discouraged or defeated, but in noble humility he says simply: “Sir, please come, or my son will die.”  Jesus replies: “ Go on your way, your son lives.”  

He dared to dream what Jesus could do, He desired it with all his heart, He dared to believe without seeing, but now Jesus was asking the hardest part—to step out on the basis of Christ’s Word alone.  So go home confident that he had received what he desired without seeing it, but simply believing Christ’s Word.  He has trusted Jesus, but now he must obey…He must take Jesus at His word.  His faith is suddenly centered on Christ and not in his own need.
This means to get what God gives requires having a faith that will risk everything by stepping out; believing simply in what is promised, by daring to venture into the unknown simply on the basis of the Word of Jesus.  Let me illustrate.  The following letter was found in a baking powder can wired to the handle of an old pump that offered the only hope of drinking water on a very long and seldom used trail across a desert.  It read:

This pump is all right as of June, 1932.  I put a new sucker washer into it and it ought to last five years.  But the washer dries out and the pump has got to be primed.  Under the white rock I buried a bottle of water.  There’s enough water in it to prime the pump, but not if you drink some first. Pour about one fourth and let her soak to wet the leather.  Then pour in the rest, medium fast and pump like crazy.  You’ll get the water.  The well has never run dry.  Have faith.  When you get watered up, fill the bottle and put it back like you found it for the next feller.  P.S.  Do NOT go drinking up the water first.  Prime the pump with it and you’ll get all you can hold.  (Signed   Desert Pete)      
To get what God has to give is like getting that water, it means willingness to risk what you already have, in order to get more.  Are you willing to prime the pump?  Are you willing to step out in faith, believing that “With God all things are possible?”  Faith means actions;  its trusting then obeying.  Mountain moving faith is not merely dreaming, desiring and believing with the mind—it also requires deciding to step out—risking all.  Faith without risk is a contradiction.  Remember:  EVERY TIME YOU MAKE A CHOICE, YOU TAKE A CHANCE.  
Do you know why you do not get what God gives?  It’s because you’re afraid of risk, afraid of the possible embarrassment, the fear of involvement, the fear of sticking your neck out.  Don’t forget: Even a turtle has to stick out his neck to get ahead.  I’ve heard some people say, “Well, if you never try, you never lose.”  Don’t you believe it.  If you don’t try and step out in faith, you lose; you will have lost out on what God has to give. 
III. JESUS IS THE OBJECT OF VITAL FAITH
Can we believe in heaven?  Is there life  after death?  Does God really care about us?  Will he forgive my sins?  Will he really help us in times of trouble?  Can we really depend on Him in our daily ventures if we step out in faith?  How can we be sure?  Is there any evidence?  That brings us to our final point.  Your faith is worth no more than the object in which you place your faith.   

The whole point of this miracle story was to illustrate what Jesus meant when He said: “I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE…”   To get what God gives requires faith—a faith that dreams, desires, dares, believes, and decides to step out.  But faith is more than mere positive thinking.  It must be a faith anchored in the person of Jesus Christ.  You must trust Him. 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  Startling? Egotistical?  No, not if it’s true!  If it’s true: it must be said and believed.  If Jesus is the Son of God, then we can put our faith in Him and receive what God gives and begin to live positively, victoriously and with strength, doing great things for Him. 

Who is this Jesus?  We read that His parents were common simple folk.  He grew up in poverty, raised on the wrong side of the tracks.  He never owned a home of His own.  He didn’t have the right connections in society.  He was killed when only thirty three years old.  The Romans who hammered Him to a cross threw dice to determine who could have His robe.  When that was settled, it seemed all over with and the crowd went home.
But if that was all there was to it, then I too would say, “Don’t waste your time, don’t risk it or you’ll fall flat on your face.”  But the crosses were taken down.  Drifting sand filled the holes.  His body was placed in a grave.  But three days later He arose from the dead.  In this way He has proven Himself to be the Son of God.  He is the WAY to God—by His sacrifice your sins are forgiven.  He is the bridge over a broken relationship with God.  You can believe Him now, because by His resurrection He has proven that He is the TRUTH.  When you venture out, making the step, of receiving Him as Saviour and Lord and begin to live for Him, you will discover that He is the Life.  “for me to live is Christ.”
Again you say, “How can I really be sure it’s true?”  Jesus replies, “If any man will DO the will of God, He will know of my teaching, whether it be of God or whether I speak of myself.”  (John 7:17).  You may say “I want proof, seeing is believing, show me in a test tube.”  But Jesus says: “You are the test tube.  You can only find out, if you will trust and obey—there is no other way.”  The proof of the pudding is in the eating.
CONCLUSION
Let’s cash our check!  Do you really want what God gives?  Then use your FAITH!  Let’s begin to dream…What are the possibilities?  Can you imagine the possibilities when people in our community come to know Jesus as Saviour and Lord?  Have you tried to imagine what God can do with your life and through your life, if you would just let Him?  Will you imagine with me the future possibilities of ministry through this church in our community?  Begin to DREAM.  Now, how badly do you want it?  Do you really care about people; about the shallowness in your own life; about the future growth of this church?  Begin to DESIRE.   If you really believe that Jesus, is the Christ, the Son of God, the way, the TRUTH, and the LIFE, then what are you going to do about it?  Will you also DARE?  TO RISK?
Cash the check…DARE TO GET WHAT GOD GIVES.  AMEN
